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Melvin Harrell enlisting 6 year old Jack

koMorous into tHe guard, wHile Jack’s

 grandfatHer, colonel will langford assisted 

This year’s Marching Through History 
Exposition was a great success. The Colonial 
Encampment was a cooperative effort of the 
Harbor, Orange County, Redlands, Riverside 
and Sons of Liberty Chapters, representing the 
SAR.  Morgan’s Rangers and the Delaware 

Regiment of Foot made up the rest 
of the American side, and our wor-
thy adversaries the 23rd, 29th and 
33rd Regiments of Foot represent-
ed the British.  They were led by 
Jack Prichard of the 23rd and Rad-
ford Polinsky of the 33rd. The com-
bined encampment was a return to 
the Revolutionary War period.
        The SAR’s contingent was 
sizeable.  From the Harbor Chap-
ter we had Karl Jacobs, our Vice 
President General.  From the Or-
ange County Chapter, we had Jim 
Blauer, Jim & Un-Hui Fosdyke and Ken Gregory.  
From the Redlands Chapter we had Colonel Will 

Langford, Charlie Frye,  David & Eric 
Diefendorf,  and Richard Towns. From the 
Riverside Chapter we had  Greg Rice, Wayne 
Rogers, Dennis Wheldon, Michael Emmett, 
David Leonard,  Dan Wescott, Charlie Gentis, 
Roger Cooper, and camp followers: Karen 

Rice, Teri Wheldon, Barbara 
Wescott and Vickie St. Germain.  
From our Chapter we had:  Scott 
Campbell, Melvin Harrell, Mark 
Gudja, Lowell Downer, Don 
Moran, Kenny Walker.  Camp 
followers: Kathy Harrell, Linda 
Moran and P.J. Walker. We also 
had Compatriots visiting the en-
campment. Glenn Gujda and his 
fiance Zelma Simon-Matheron, 
and Mark Gujda’s children: Al-
exander and Irena.
      Riverside Chapter set up their 

large Marquee filled with impressive framed 
historical documents       continued on page 6 -->
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12:00 p.m. - Saturday  - November 21st, 2009

Topic: valley Forge

Speaker: dr. JoSeph m. puglia

“Doctor Joe” as he is affectionately known, is a professor a 
Glendale Community College, and is a much sought after 

Lecturer on American History.  
Doctor Joe served in the Vietnam war as an Officer in the 

United States Marines.

Our Chapter has seven Compatriots in uniform and 
we wish to formally thank them for their service.

Lt. Col. David Smith, USAF - (Edwards AFB, CA).  
Major Mason Dula, USAF  - (Middle-East),
 Capt. Eric Fourroux, USA - (Arlington, VA), 

2nd Lieut. Sean Hayball, USA - (Schofield Barracks, HI)
Sergeant Major William Fitzgerald, USMC - (Flordia) 

LCpl Christopher Pickens  USMC - (CO)
PFC Daniel Pickens USA - (Camp Buerhing, Kuwait)



Sunday December 20th, 2009
Social Hour 4:00 p.m. Dinner 5:00 p.m. (not pot luck)

Hosted by: Colonel John and Mary Ellen Mohler
7 Richland Place, Pasadena, California 91103

Telephone: 1-626-795-5643 - - Email:  mary.ellen.mohler@usa.net
Reservations required: RSVP by December 14th. 2009

 The I-210 to West Mountain Street/Seco Street; turn West to Lincoln 
Avenue. Right on Lincoln Avenue.  At first intersection go straight ahead 
onto Forest Street for one block to Westgate Street.  Left on Westgate Street 
until it ends. Left onto Richland Place. Please note that we can only park 
on one side of the street. You can park in the driveway. Please 
don’t hesitate to call if you need more directions.



now $63.00.  This was the first dues 
increase in eight (8) years!  In spite 

of the Nation’s  financial crisis 
it was absolutely necessary.  
If this presents a problems 
for you, please contact our 
Secretary.   Your continued 

support of the  Society and the 
protection of our precious heritage is 

greatly appreciated. 

Name 1 2 3 4 5

Nicholas Anduze 3

Dino Cardone 3

Michael E. Coyle 3

Jay Dupre 3

Legend

(1)  Worksheet sent to applicant
(2)  Worksheet received
(3)  Genealogical work in progress
(4)  Application in preparation
(5)  Application at Nat’l for approval 

                               Berni K. Campbell 

         Sherwood & Rona Kingsley 
Married: 11/04/1980 - - 29 years

         Kenyon  & Maria DeGreene  
Married: 11/08/1973 - - 36 years

            Thomas & Maria Walsh 
Married: 11/08/1997 - - 12  years

         Frederick & Dorothy Phillips 
Married: 11/28/1978 - - 31 years

                Jon & Noella Dula 
Married: 11/29/1975 - - 34 years

 We are pleased to 
announce that Com-
patriot Sean Hayball, 
stationed at Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, has 
been promoted to First 
Lieutenant.      
   This promotion came 
much sooner than nor-

mal therefore Compatriot Sean deserves a 
“well done” as well as our thanks for serv-
ing and defending us.

 Somehow, the majority of the Oc-
tober birthdays got lost in cyberspace. 
We are therefore listing them in the 
November edition with a belated happy 
birthday wish.

Kenneth Walker . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/01
Christian Williamson . . . . . . . . . 10/02
Daniel Harrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10/02
Jerry Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/02
Cdr. Charles Lampman . . . . . . .  10/05
James Dawson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/05
Thomas Emrey . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10/12
Robert Emrey . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10/14
Benjamin Pearman . . . . . . . . . .   10/14
Wm. Scott Campbell . . . . .  . . .  10/17
William Belcher . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/20
Kenneth Johnson . . . . . .  . . . . .  10/22
Daniel Pickens . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10/25
John Klinedinet . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10/26

William Blair . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  10/27
John Schlaerth . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .10/28
Douglas Bradley . . . . . . . . . . . .  11/03
David  Eaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11/10 
Kenyon DeGreene . . . . . . . . . .   11/12
Michael Gillespie, Jr. . . . . . . . . . 11/16
Michael Malek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11/23
Bruce McKenzie . . . . . . . . . . . .  11/24
William Bush . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   11/28
Jon Dula. M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11/29
Michael Biferno . . . . . . . . . . . .  11/30

Compatriots - - The Chapter sent your 
2010 Annual dues notice via 
U.S. Mail.  
   In the notice we ex-
plained that the National 
Society has   increased 
the National portion of 
the dues by $5.00 (now 
$30.00).  When added to the 

State and Chapter, the total amount is 
4

Name 1 2 3 4 5

Owen G. Dupre 3

Wyatt J. Dupre 3

Franklin D. Gondek 3

Don Gough 3

Jonathan Harrell 3 3 3

Gary A, Harris 3

Joshua Hayball 3 3

Robert A, Harris 3

Bill Knoll 3

John P. Marshall 3

John Mohler 3 3 3 3

Dana Patten 3 3 3

Clifford A. Perkins 3

James B. Reidy, Jr. 3 3

Sean O’Rourke 3 3

C. Schutzenberger 3

Michael Squires 3 3

John Stites 3

Eric Tukey 3

Richard J. Welsh 3 3 3 3



 AmericAn militAry Killed 
in All Our WArs

    The Revolutionary War  ( 1775 to 1783 ) 
-  25,324

         The War of 1812 ( 1812 to 1815 ) 
- 2,260

The Mexican War ( 1846 to 1847 ) 
- 13,282

The Civil War (both sides) ( 1861 - 1865 ) 
- 863,153

The Indian Wars  ( 1865 to 1890 ) 
- 1,000 ( military only )   

The Spanish America War ( 1898 ) 
- 2,446

World War One ( 1917 to 1918 )
 -  116, 516

World War Two ( 1941 to 1945 ) 
- 405,399

The Korean War  ( 1950 to 1953 )
 - 54,426

The Vietnam War ( 1961 to 1973 )
 - 56.344

The Gulf War  ( 1991 -       ) 
- 147

The Iraq War ( 2002 to 2009 )
 - 4,326

The Afghanistan War ( 2002 to 2009)
 - 793

Total Looses in American Wars: 1,545,416

 Few of us realize the cost of American freedom. For 
most of us, we recall  the numbers of our war dead from 
memory, which basically is during our own life times. Below 
are the numbers of those who gave everything in defense of 
our country,  major war by major war ( American wars and / 
or the time line America was involved in the war.).

 In accordance with our bylaw number 5, Section 1, a 
committee consisting of the former Chapter Presidents who 
are active and willing to serve will form the Chapter’s Nom-
inating Committee with the most recent former President 
serving as Chairman. The members are:  David M. Hayball, 
Chairman;  William Scott Campbell, Glenn J. Gujda, James 
C. McHargue, Berni K. Campbell and Donald N.  Moran.
 The Nominating Committee has nominated the follow-

ing members who are able and agreed to 
service.

President: Melvin M. Harrell
(presently First Vice President)

First Vice President: Ronald M. Johnson
(presently Second Vice President)

Second Vice President: Douglas H. Bradley
(presently President)

Secretary: Donald N. Moran
(incumbent)

Treasurer:  David W. Eaton (incumbent)

Registrar:  Berni K. Campbell (incumbent)

Genealogist;  Kerry J. Davidson 
(incumbent)

Chaplain:  The Rev. Victor M. Springer
(incumbent)

Historian:
unfilled 

Chancellor and Color Guard Vice Commander
                       Gregory M. Gujda 

                            (incumbent)

Surgeon: Francis P. Powers, M.D.
 (incumbent)

Color Guard Commander:  Melvin M. Harrell
(incumbent)

Trustee of the Permanent Fund: David W. Eaton
(incumbent)

 In accordance with the State and National By-
laws, any member in good standing (dues paid) 
may be nominated and seconded from the floor.  
The election will take place at our November 21st, 
2009 Meeting. No proxy or absentee voting. 



historic documents a smaller historic in-
formation exhibit and in a pavilion sponsored 
colonial dancing.  We and the other Chapters set 
up General George Washington’s marquee,  the re-
cruiting ‘fly’ and the guardsmen’s pup tents, and an 
assortment of  encampment equipment, along with 

General Washington’s  position flag, the Guard’s flag and the 
American flag. As an aside, the holders for the flag poles are 
made of wrought iron and are driven into the ground.  The 18th 
century term for them was “portable holes”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

       When the exposition was opened to the public literally 
hundreds of visitors entered the General’s encampment.  Their 
numerous questions were answered. The guardsmen explained 
their equipment and demonstrated the use of the musket, includ-
ing a demonstrated firing.
 The youngsters were encouraged to ‘enlist’ in the Com-

mander-in-Chief’s Guards and sent to 
the enlistment tent. A complete description 
of this activity is described on page 11 of this 
newsletter.  After signing the enlistment docu-
ment with a quill they were escorted to General 
Washington who endorsed their enlistment.  
 The other events at the expedition in-
cluded a pass-in-review by all the reenactment groups on both 
Saturday and Sunday.  The review included the Romans, the 
Mounted Knights, our Colonials, Historical California, Napole-

onic War,  the Civil War,  Indian Wars, Spanish American War, 
WWI, WWII,  Korea, Vietnam and Desert Storm and numerous 
smaller groups.  Manning the reviewing stand were veterans and 
accepting the salute was our George Washington (Roger Cooper 
on Saturday and Scott  Campbell on Sunday) and a reenactor 
as General George S. Patton. 

	 			The	Commander-in-Chief’s	Guard	preparinG	for	morninG	inspeCTion	aT	marChinG	ThrouGh	hisTory	aT	prado	dam.
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General	GeorGe	WashinGTon	(sCoTT	Campbell)
havinG	his	‘hair’	done	by	un-hui	fosdyke	a

	Camp	felloWer	from	The	riverside	ChapTer
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our	ChapTer’s	Camp	folloWers,		kaThy	harrell

and	linda	moran		preparinG	and	servinG		a	meal	To

Will	lanGford	of	The	redlands’	Guard.	The

meal	ConsisTed	of	pork	ribs	and	beans,	bread	
and	beveraGe.		deliCious!
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Marching Through History Continued from page 6

The Roman conTingenT, a populaR aTTRacTion

The 29Th and 33Rd RegimenTs of fooT, commanded by 
RadfoRd polinsky, ouR honoRable adveRsaRies

one of The knighTs on hoRseback, pRobably The mosT 
phoTogRaphed individuals aT The evenT

lowell downeR ‘enlisTing’ The childRen donald moRan ‘enlisTing’ The childRen

eRic diefendoRf demonsTRaTing The muskeT

Photo courtesy of Jim Blauer
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a visiToR To ouR encampmenT chaTTing wiTh guaRdsman 
maRk gudja - Typical of The hundReds of visiToRs we 

enTeRTained foR The Two days of The evenT.
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Marching Through History Continued from page 7
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General WashinGton posinG With a Group

of enlistees, protected by Guardsmen richard 
toWne and richard diefendorf

General WashinGton (roGer cooper) endorsinG the 
‘enlistment’ papers of tWo younGsters.  both WashinGtons 

Wore out tWo pens siGninG hundreds of documents!
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on saturday our General WashinGton (roGer cooper) 
joined a re-enactor portrayinG General GeorGe s. patton

in acceptinG the salute of the pass-in-revieW by all

the re-enactment Groups participatinG.  on sunday, the event 
Was re-staGed and aGain our GeorGe WashinGton (scott 
campbell) accepted the salute - above is roGer cooper.

part of the colonial encampment, sons of the american 
revolution portion Was the very impressive neW exhibit 
of the riverside chapter. they have procured a replica  
of General WashinGton’s headquarters marquee, three 

times the size of our marquee, Which Was a replica of 
the General’s private quarters.  inside the marquee they 

displayed a collection of replica documents from the 
american revolution.   over tWo dozen of these are 

exhibited.  this is a portable museum and adds much 
to the livinG history presentations of the society, 

and alonG With the riverside chapter’s exhibition of 
colonial dancinG, is a biG hit and Will probably be in 
demand at other events.  the project is the result of 

the hard Work of compatriot GreG rice. Well done!



The Battle of Fort Washington
Artist Don troiAni DepicteD MArgAret corbin being wounDeD After tAking her killeD-in-Action husbAnD (lower left) this 
pAinting wAs one of Mr. troiAni’s first to be publisheD (1974). toDAy he is the preMier Artist of the AMericAn revolution.

      Margaret Cochran Corbin, the hero-
in of Fort Washington, has come down 

in history as Ameri-
ca’s first woman soldier also known as 

“Captain Molly”.
 She was the daughter of Robert and 
Jane Cochran and was born on the Penn-
sylvania frontier in Cumberland County 

on November 12th, 1751.  During the French and In-
dian Wars the Indian allies of the French were terrorizing 
the frontier.  Robert evacuated his family from his farm to 
nearby Fort Bigham for safety.   In June the Indians attacked 
the small outpost in force, overwhelming the defenders. In 
the June 24th, 1757 edition of the Pennsylvania Gazette, it 
was reported from eyewitness accounts a list of those found 
dead.  Among the dead and scalped was Robert Cochran. 
Listed as having been taken captive was Margaret’s mother 
and two siblings.  In a subsequent article they reported that 
a rescue expedition had failed to find them.   One report was 
that they had been taken to Canada.   A report in 1758 stated 
Jane was seen one hundred miles west of the Ohio, but no 
further record of Jane Cockran or her two children has been 
found.  
 Twenty five years later, Margaret wrote in her June 6th, 
1782 entry of her diary: “Life is calming down and now I 
have the time to start a journal of my exciting life. I am Mar-
garet Corbin or other ways known as Molly.  I was born 
November 12, 1751, and a year later was orphaned as the 

result of an Indian raid.  I went to live 
with one of my Uncles where 

schooling and church were very
 important. I was one of the only 
girls to attend school and was fairly 
good at writing. . . “.   (We have not been 
able to locate this journal and are relying 
on a published quote). It also appears that 
a younger brother, John, survived the at-
tack and was raised along with her.
 In 1772 she married John Corbin. All 
that is known of him was that he was a farmer from Virginia. 
It is said that when the Revolution started, John enlisted in a 
Pennsylvania Artillery unit, often identified as Proctor’s 1st 

Artillery Company.  No evidence has been found to support 
this contention, nor has any record been found mentioning 
a John Corbin in Continental Service.   When John marched 
with his Company, Margaret joined the camp followers and 
marched with him to join General Washington’s army de-
fending New York City. 
 The Pennsylvania Artillery was positioned in the defen-
sive works at the Fort Tryon portion of Fort Washington at 
the northern tip of Manhattan Island. 
 Lieutenant General Sir William Howe, launched a major 
attack on Fort Washington.  Captain Johann Ewald of the 
Hessian Jagers (light infantry),  reported:  “The Knyphausen 
Corps began the attack under the fire of five or six hundred 
riflemen who were lying in the wood under the fortifications. 
All obstacles including the almost inaccessible cliffs and an 
abatis two hundred paces deep were overcome successfully, 

continued on page 10 -->
 
 
 



Margaret Corbin continued from page 9

and one outer work after another was captured under the 
heaviest grapeshot and small-arms fire”
	 Defending	 the	 Fort	 Tyron	 sector	 of	 Fort	 Washington	
were about 250 men from the Maryland and Virginia Rifle 
Companies	 with	 three	 artillery	 pieces.	 	 John	 Corbin	 was	
struck	and	killed	there.	He	was	one	of	the	53	Americans	the	
British reported were found dead in the fortifications.  When 
he	fell,	Margaret	 took	his	place	serving	the	artillery	piece,	
until	she	too	was	struck	and	fell	severely	wounded.	
	 On	June	29th,	1779	the	Supreme	Council	of	Pennsylva-
nia	gave	her	$30.00	“to relieve her present necessities”	and	
wrote	to	the	Continental	Congress	requesting	that	Margaret	
be	provided	with	government	support	: “ . . . . wounded and 
utterly disabled at Fort Washington while heroically filling 
the post of her husband 
who was killed by her side 
serving a piece of artil-
lery.”	
	 Edward	F.	De	Lancey		
of	the	New	York	Historical	
Society	 reported	 in	 1853	
that	 Margaret	 had	 been	
struck	by	three	grapeshots
in	the	left	shoulder	and	lost	
the	use	of	her	left	arm.	His	
source	 of	 information	 has	
not	been	found.
	 We	do	not	know	what	
supporting	 evidence	 was	
submitted	by	the	Pennsyl-
vania	 Supreme	 Council	
with	their	request	to	Congress,	but	it	had	to	have	been	com-
pelling.		A	week	later	Congress	resolved	to
award	Margaret	a	disability	pension.	They	noted:	“	. . as she 
had the fortitude and virtue enough to supply the place of 
her husband after his fall in the service of his country and in 
the execution of that task received the dangerous wound un-
der which she now labors, the board can but consider her as 
entitled to the same grateful return which would be made to 
a soldier un circumstances equally unfortunate,” 	She	was	
awarded	one	half	a	soldiers	pay	and	a	suit	of	clothes,	the	lat-

ter benefit being extended for life.
	Nothing	has	been	found	regarding	her	release.	It	is	
doubtful	 that	 the	 British	 would	 have	 considered	 a	
‘camp	follower’	as	a	prisoner	of	war,	therefore	it	is	
probably	a	safe	assumption	that	their	doctors	treated	
her	out	of	humanitarian	concerns,	and	when	she	had	

An EArly PAinting of “CAPtAin” Molly Corbin in ACtion

recovered	enough	to	travel,	was	released.		She	was	then	taken	
to	Philadelphia	where	she	apparently	carried	on	the	roles	of	
the	Pennsylvania	Invalid	Regiment,	with	the	same	privileges	
as	 a	 private	 soldier	 -	 probably	 before	 General	 Howe	 cap-
tured	Philadelphia	Margaret	and	the	Invalid	Regiment	was	
transported	to	the	West	Point	area.	There	she	remained	until	
the	war’s	end.		During	this	time	she	drew	rations	the	same	
as	 the	 invalided	soldiers	as	well	as	her	pension.	 	After	 the	
Continental	Army	was	disbanded	in	1783,	Margaret	elected	
to	stay	at	West	Point,	one	of	the	few	posts	in	America	still	
garrisoned.
	 Throughout	the	1780’s		and	for	the	balance	of	her	life,	
Margaret,	by	then	referred	to	by	all	as	“Captain	Molly”	was	
the responsibility of the Army.  General Henry Knox, the 
first Secretary of War under President Washington was ac-

quainted	 with	 the	 situa-
tion,	 which	 probably	 be-
came	a	nuisance.		Captain	
Samuel	 Shaw,	 	 later	 the	
Minister	 to	China,	 	wrote	
that	 a	 certain	 Mrs.	 Ran-
dall,	who	was	supposed	to	
be	caring	for	the	disabled	
Molly	 was	 having	 prob-
lems	with	her.	He	went	on	
to	 write:	 “I am at a loss 
what to do with Captain 
Molly. She is such an of-
fensive person that people 
are unwilling to take in 
charge.”		Among	the	prob-
lems	 was	 the	 issuance	 of	

liquor	or	rum	rations	to	soldiers	was	prohibited	to	be	issued	
to	women.	Captain	Molly	demanded	equality	in	the	matter.	
	 Margaret	 having	 no	 use	 of	 her	 left	 arm	 and	 probably	
further	disabled	from	her	severe	war	wounds	became	sloppy	
in	her	 appearance,	 and	 is	 said	 to	have	 rarely	bathed.	 	She	
smoked	a	pipe	and	preferred	the	company	of	the	soldiers	of	
the	garrison	to	the	women	of	nearby	Highland	Falls.	
	 It	is	said	that	during	her	life	time	the	Philadelphia	So-
ciety	of	Women	was	considering	raising	a	monument	to	the	
first woman heroine of the American Revolution.  A delega-
tion	was	 sent	 to	West	Point	 to	meet	 her,	 and	 they	discov-
ered	that	she	was	a	hard	drinking,	impoverished	and	crude	
women	and	decided	to	cancel	the	idea.
 Often we find references to her that are either confused 
with	 “Molly	 Pitcher”	 or	 the	 sources	 of	 the	 information	 is	

continued on page 11 -->



Margaret Corbin continued from page 10

unavailable to confirm.  There is no truth without proof, and with 
much that has been written about Captain Molly being question-
able it is difficult to separate the truth from the legend.  
 Although the records of the American Revolution are 
notoriously incomplete, the absence of any reference to John 
Corbin is somewhat disturbing.  However, even more so is 
the existing records of Proctor’s Artillery Company. It ap-
pears they were deployed in defense of Philadelphia at the 
time Fort Washington was cap-
tured. A strong possibility exists 
that with the ever present confu-
sion between Margaret Corbin 
and Molly Pitcher may be the root 
cause. Molly Pitcher, whose fa-
mous service was much the same 
as Margaret Corbin, did serve with 
Proctor’s Artillery at Monmouth 
Court House. 
 Margaret’s post-war situation 
is interesting to contemplate. To 
her fellow soldiers she being a 
disabled veteran and the widow of a fallen soldier, she would 
have been deserving of everything her country could do for 
her.  To the 18th century ladies, Margaret living among the 
soldiers of the army, as a soldier, adopting their crude man-
ner, would have held her in contempt, hence the subject of 
much gossip. 
 From surviving records we know that Major General 
Henry Knox, then Secretary of War 
took a personal interest in her con-
dition.  Perhaps this was because he 
served during the war as Chief of 
Artillery.   There is no record of the 
two ever meeting.  However Major 
George Fleming, Quartermaster at 
West Point wrote to General Knox 
concerning Captain Molly.  The fact 
that the Major referred to her by her 
nick name only, is proof that General 
Knox was familiar with her and her 
unfortunate circumstances. These 
letters can be found in Captain Ed-
ward C. Boynton’s book. The His-
tory of West Point, published by D. 
Van Nostrand, in 1864.  The first let-
ter was written on October 7th, 1786 
addressed to General Knox. 

Margaret “Captain Molly” Corbin reCeiving 
word of her pension being approved.

Captain Molly and Major george fleMing at 
west point.  

the illustration is a photoshop CoMposite Created for 
this artiCle by the author.

“Sir;   I have sent another account of Mrs. Swim’s for taking 
care of Captain Molly up to the 27th of September and have 
removed her to another place, as I thought she was not so 
well treated as she ought to be.
        Major George Fleming”.
The second letter:

“West Point, 8th of July, 1787
Sir:  I have drawn three orders on you for the maintenance of 
Captain Molly, in favor of Mr. Denniston: one is from Janu-

ary 19th to April 12th, the other from 
April 13th to July 5th, 1786, inclusive, 
which accounts were lodged in the 
War Office last fall, and are Mrs. 
Swim’s.  The other is from September 
28th to July 5th, 1786 inclusive and 
will be delivered by Mr. Denniston 
for Mrs, Randall. As Molly is such 
a disagreeable object to take care 
of, and I promised to pay them every 
quarter, I have been obliged to bor-
row the money to pay the people. If 
it can possibly be replaced, I should 

be very glad.”
Major George Fleming.”

 The third letter, is most interesting as it involves 18th 
century women’s basic undergarment.

“West Point, April 21st, 1787
Sir:  I am informed by the woman that takes care of Captain 

Molly, that she is much in want 
of Shifts.  If you think it proper 
to order three or four, I should be 
glad.

Major George Fleming”.

The fourth and last letter:

“West Point, June 12th, 1787.
Sir: If the Shifts which you in-
formed me should be made for 
Captain Molly are done, I should 
be glad to have them sent, as 
she complains much for want of 
them.
Major George Fleming”. 
   One can only imag-
ine the frustration Major 
Fleming  had  to  endure 

continued on page 12 -->



      A plAque plAced by WAshington 
coloniAl chApter, dAr  At the 
holyrood episcopAl church, 179th 
And Fort WAshington Avenue  neW 
york, reAds:
“to the glory oF god And in pAtri-

otic rememberAnce oF mArgAret 
corbin At the bAttle oF Fort 

WAshington november 16, 1776. 
she stood by her husbAnd, John 

corbin, Artillery mAn, during the 
hessiAn AssAult And AFter he WAs 

killed she served his gun until she 
WAs Wounded.

erected by the 
mAry WAshington coloniAl 

chApter, April 3rd, 1902”.

the grAve side monument to mArgAret

corbin At the u.s. militAry AcAdemy At 
West point.

the memoriAl plAque At Fort tryon por-
tion oF Fort WAshington commemorAting 
mArgAret corbin’s courAge At the siege         

               oF the Fort.

  erected under the Auspices oF 
the AmericAn scenic And historic 
preservAtion society through the 

generosity oF c.k. g. billings.

the few woman heroines of the Revolution drew 
special attention.  In 1926 her remains were lo-

cated in Highland Falls.  No record remains as to 
how her grave site was found, but nevertheless 

it was.  Margaret’s remains were disinterred 
and transported to the Army Hospital at 
West Point.  There the doctors  examined 
the remains and reported that here skel-
eton provided evidence that it was indeed 
Margaret Corbin’s remains: “That her left 
shoulder and breast were badly bruised 
and battered” confirming what had been 

recorded regarding here wartime injuries.
 Her remains were then reinterred in a grave 

site next to the Chapel at the United States Mil-
itary Academy, West Point. The plaque attached to 

the monument reads: “In appreciation of her deeds for 
the cause of liberty, and that her heroism may not be 

forgotten, her dust was removed to this spot and this memo-
rial erected by the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, in New York, 1926”. 
                                           Donald N. Moran

Margaret Corbin continued from page 11

having to deal with Captain Molly.  Incident after 
incident were not covered by the regulation, as 
it was frequently written she could be diffi-
cult.
 It is also possible that when this ‘col-
orful’ heroine was being elevated to a 
national hero status in the late 18oo’s, 
that the Victorian morality was invoked.  
Concern over her being cared for by none 
other than General Henry Knox could be 
construed as if there had been a relation-
ship between them. And further, Margaret’s 
negative personality in later years would not 
be a proper role model for young American 
girls, so any negative or possibly misinterpreted 
documents were destroyed.   Remember that the Rev-
erend Jared Sparks (1789-1866) the first to organize 
and publish the letters of George Washington, in ten vol-
umes,  carefully edited out anything that he thought could 
tarnish the General’s reputation. 
 Captain Molly - Margaret Cochran Corbin, being one of 

henry knox



	 For	 this	 biography	 we	 have	 chosen	 to	 ignore	 any	 un-
confirmed stories. Many appear to be legend. Some of these 
stories have been written in the works of North Callahan’s 
“Henry Knox, General Washington’s General”, and in Ben-
son Loosing’s “The Pictorial Field Book of the American 
Revolution”.  Benson Loosing confused Margaret  Corbin 

Margaret Corbin continued from page 12 with Molly Pitcher of the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse. 
 Margaret died on January 16th, 1800 in Highland Falls.
 During the Centennial of the American Revolution great 
interest was  generated and massive efforts to preserve any-
thing relating to the creation of our Country. Margaret of 
course drew a lot of attention demonstrating the patriotism 
of the ladies.

	 When Compatriot Greg Gujda started participating in 
our living history program he thought that simply lectur-
ing and answering questions was not enough.  He de-
cided that an inter-active program would be best. He had 
replicas of Revolutionary War enlistment forms printed, 
shown below, acquired quills and ink, and had the chil-
dren ‘enlist’ signing with the quill.  The enlistment form 
was kept by the child as a souvenir. He started it at an Old 
Fort MacArthur Days event. The program was an instant 
‘hit’! We now do it at all our events.

 At events such as Marching 
Through History Exposition, 
we have a Guardsman man 
a “recruiting table” who 
has the children sign 
the enlistment form and 
the Guard’s enlistment 
book. When finished the 
child is then escorted 
by another Guardsman 

to General Washing-
ton’s marquee. There 
the General interviews 
the child, answering any 
question that is asked of 
him.  Almost every youngster is enthusiastic about 
the process.  
 With  this completed, the youngster has had an 
educational opportunity that hopefully will encour-
age or stimulate his or her interest in our history.
 At the October 3rd and 4th Marching Through     
History Exposition, we had Roger Cooper of the      

Riverside Chapter 
portray	 Washing-

ton on Saturday and our Scott 
Campbell on Sunday.  If the Gen-

eral takes a break, then one of the Guards-
men, usually an officer substitutes for him.
 We have just learned that the Fort Stanwix 

National Military Park (New York) has started us-
ing the ‘enlisting with a quill’ as part of their 
education program.  It will surely catch on 
with the other military parks.
 Well done Greg!  You’ve made a differ-
ence.  You found a way to make living his-
tory interactive, hence more interesting! 

Compatriot

 GreGory Gujda



	 At	 a	 recent	 discussion	 regarding	
reenacting,	 a	 listener	 commented	 “How 
can you get your wives to portray lowly 
camp followers?”	 The	 implication	 was	

all	too	obvious!	Hence	this	brief	article.	The	confusion	the	
listener	had	was	between	the	American	Revolution	and	the	
Civil	War.	The	 camp	 followers	 that	 trailed	 behind	
the	 Union	Army	 during	 the	 Civil	 War	 were	
not	 the	 same	 as	 those	 authorized	 during	
the	Revolution.	The	number	of	women	
that	 offered	 their	 services	 to	 Gen-
eral	 Joseph	Hooker’s	Union	Army	
were	so	numerous	that	they	earned	
the	nickname	of	 “hookers”.	That	
nickname	still	applies	today!
	 But	in	the	eighteenth	century,	
armies	 permitted	 a	 certain	 num-
ber	of	women	 to	become	part	 of	
the	 Army.	 	 With	 so	 few	 records	
concerning	the	women	of	the	Conti-
nental	Army,		we	must	draw	our		conclu-
sions	from	minimal	sources.	
	 It	 is	 necessary	 to	 understand	 the	
strict	class	structure	that	existed	in	the	
colonies	 in	 the	 18th	 century.	 The	 of-
ficers had ‘ladies’,	 the	 sergeants	 and	
corporals had ‘wives’, and the men had ‘women’.	It	appears	
that the ‘informal regulations’ applied only to the soldier’s 
women. The first was that the camp follower had to be mar-
ried	to	one	of	the	soldiers.	They	
were	not	paid	by	the	Army,	or	as	
General	 Washington	 explained,	
from	public	funds.	The	soldiers	
usually	 paid	 them	 for	 launder-
ing,	sewing,	cooking,	etc.	and	a	
few of the ‘washer women’  per-
formed this service for the offi-
cers.
	 There	 are	 occasions	 when	
a ‘washer woman’  was forced 
to	 leave	 the	 army	 because	 she	

overcharged	 the	 soldiers	
to	much	for	the	service!
	 	 	 	 	There	was	a	substantial	exception,		nurses.	 	On	
September	14th,	1776,	General	Washington	wrote	to	
the	President	of	Congress:	“ . . . before I conclude, 

I would beg leave to mention to Con-
gress, that the pay now allowed to 
nurses for their attendance on the sick 
is by no means adequate to their ser-
vices. The consequences of which is, that they are ex-
tremely difficult to procure, indeed they are not to be 

got, and we are under the necessity of substituting 
in their places, a number of men from the 

respective Regiments, whose service by 
that means is entirely lost in the prop-

er line of their duty . . .”	
	 The	subject	of	camp	followers	was	
more-or-less	understood	by	the	co-
lonials,	 hence	 little	 was	 recorded	
regarding	 their	 governing	 rules	
and	regulations.	On	September	8th,	
1782	 General	 Washington	 wrote	
in	 the	 day’s	 General	 Orders:	 “ . . 

. The Sergeants of the Companies 
to which any women belong, are to 

communicate all orders of that nature 
to them, and are to be responsible for ne-

glecting to do so . . . .” 
 We	 do	 know	 that	 the	 women	 and	
children	 that	 were	 considered	 part	
of	 the	Army,	 were	 given	 rations.	 	 In	

1776,	they	were	provided	one	half	of	the	ration	a	soldier	re-
ceived,	and	each	child,	one	fourth	of	said	ration.		The	rations	
of	the	day	consisted	of	one	pound	of	beef,	or	three-fourths	

pound	of	pork,	or	one	pound	of	
fish, per day.  One pound of flour 
or	bread	per	day	and	three	pints	
of	peas	or	beans	per	week,	or	if	
available,	a	fresh	vegetable	in	an	
equivalent	 quantity.	 	 One	 pint	
of	 milk,	 per	 man	 per	 day,	 One	
half-pint	of	 rice	or	 Indian	Corn	
meal	per	week.			The	men	were	
also	provided	with	one	quart	of	
spruce	beer	or	cider	per	day,		but	
these	 beverages	 were	 not	 part	
of	 the	 camp	 follower’s	 allow-
ance.	The	 camp	 followers	were	

expected to preform certain services that would benefit the 
soldiers	in	exchange	for		these	provisions.			Failure	to	do	so
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Camp follower roxanne Gujda, 
wife of SerGeant mark Gujda preparinG 

a meal for the GuardSmen of the 
Commander-in-Chief’S Guard

two Camp followerS of the 33rd reGiment

of foot are Shown SewinG a lady’S CorSet



woman for every four and one half men, and the Hessians 
was reduced to one woman for every fifteen soldiers.
 In February 1783, Robert Morris (1734-1806), known 

to our history as the ‘Financier of the Revolution’ 
wrote that “the British 
Prisoners of War have 
herds of women with 
them”.  His concern was 
the cost of supplying them 
with provisions.   It would 
appear that the British 
High Command realized 
that the length of time 
their soldiers were away 
from home, years at a 
time, having family with 
them was very important 

for moral purposes.  Soldiers spend far more time fighting 
boredom than they do battles.  Further, many British soldiers 
had enlisted for ‘life”. 
 This moral factor was not lost on the American Army. 
General Washington wrote:  “I was obliged to give provi-
sions to the extra women in these Regiments, or lose by de-

sertion, perhaps to the enemy, some of the oldest and best 
Soldiers in the Service.”
 An interesting letter from General Washington to Gen-
eral John Stark on August 5th, 1778 regarding camp 
followers: “I cannot see why the soldier’s women in 
Albany should be supported at public expense. They 
may get most extravagant wages for any kind of 
work in the  country  and to feed them,  the case, 

would result in their being expelled from the army.  In June 
of 1780 at West Point the Continental Army actually 
established a set of rates 
to be charged for laun-
dry services: For a shirt 
2 shillings,  for woolen 
breeches, waistcoats 
(vests) and overalls 
(long pants), 2 shil-
lings each, line vests and 
breeches 1 shilling each. 
linen overalls, 1 shilling, 
6 pence each for stocks, 
stockings and handker-
chiefs 6 pence each. 
   Existing muster rolls for the Army encamped at Valley 
Forge shows a total of 400 women, or one woman for each 
forty-four enlisted men.  In January 1783,  a return of  the 
troops shows an average of one woman for every twenty-six 
men.    During the course of the eight years of war, the ratios 
probably varied between those two numbers.

 
 
       What we find most interesting is a comparison of the 
number of ‘camp followers’ between the American Army, 
and that of the British and German (Hessian) forces.  In May 
of 1777 the number of women with the British Army based 
in New York City and Staten Island was an astounding one 
for every eight soldiers!  The Hessians were more conserva-
tive, with a ratio of one woman for every thirty soldiers. This 
ratio continued to close up  during the course of the war. 
By August of 1781, the ratio in the British Army was one 

Camp followers of the ameriCan revolution

continued from page 14
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The primary enTerTainmenTs for The officers of The conTinenTal 
army were dinners and dances.  a painTing by edward persy moran

The camp followers of morgan’s rangers preparing a meal.  
The daughTers are churning buTTer, and They Too were 

considered camp followers

a camp follower of The 33rd regimenT of fooT is working 
wiTh herbs.  some are for food seasoning, some for medicines, 

and depicTed here she is marking ink from poke berries.



Camp followers of the ameriCan revolution 
Continued from page 15

would be robbing the public and encouraging idleness. 
If they would come down and attend as nurses to the 
hospitals they would find immediate employ-
ment”.
	 	However,	it	appears	that,	
as	usual,	the	women	got	their	
way.	A	letter	exists	to	General	
Henry	Knox	in	which	General	
Washington	wrote:	
“Dear Sir: 
 The Women of the New 
York Regiment of Artillery 
have applied to me on the 
subject of allowing them and 
their children provisions. The 
number of women and chil-
dren in the New York Regi-
ments of Infantry before the new system of issues took place 
obliged me, either to depart from that system and allow them 
provision or by driving them from the Army risk the loss of 
a number of men, who very prob-
ably would have followed their 
wives. I preferred the former 
and accordingly directed that the 
whole of the women and children 
then with the Troops, should be 
allowed to draw as usual”.
	 Camp	followers	also	created	
a	 real	 problem	 when	 they	 were	
captured	 -	 were	 they	 Prisoners	
of	 War,	 or	 civilians?	 General	
Washington	 wrote	 to	 General	
William	 Smallwood	 regarding	
the	 subject	 which	 involved	 a	
number	of	British	women	who	
were	taken	at	sea	when	the	ship	they	were	on	was	taken	
by	an	American	ship:	“ . . . it is a matter you must de-
termine yourself I imagined they had been sent to Phila-
delphia, soon after the prize was taken. I do not suppose, 
that the public will suppose themselves liable for it, as 
they do not consider themselves prisoners, and it might 

be deemed ungenerous to make the Ladies pay it 
themselves, after so long a detention. As you and 
your Officers only, have had the pleasure of their 
company and conversation, I believe you must ad-
just the matter among you, as well as you can. 

But it were to be wished, the ladies may be sent to their 
friends without further delay”.
	 The	number	of	camp	followers	was	 seasonal.	Warfare	
in	the	18th	century	was	usually	suspended	during	the	winter	

months.	Many	of	the	ladies,	wives	and	women	
of	the	men	in	the	Army	would	
travel	 to	 the	 winter	 encamp-
ment	and	spend	that	time	with	
their	 husbands.	 Lady	 Martha	
Washington	joined	the	General	
every	winter	of	 the	 eight	year	
war!	Others	were	forced	to	be-
come	 camp	 followers	 because	
their	 homes	 were	 either	 de-
stroyed	by	the		war	or	were	in	
enemy	held	country.		It	should	
be noted that the officer’s ‘la-
dies’ were not considered camp 
followers,	 subject	 to	 the	 rules	

and	 regulations	 applicable	 to	 that	 group,	 	 but	 as	 visitors.		
Those Ladies whose husband’s were General Officers, were 
treated	as	VIPs.	 	During	 the	winter	encampments,	 the	Of-

ficers of the Army would sponsor 
balls,	 dinners	 and	 occasionally	
plays	for	entertainment.		General	
Washington	noted	for	his	love	of	
the	 dance	 encouraged	 participa-
tion.
	 	In	spite	of	the	advantages	
the	 camp	 followers	 brought	 to	
the	 army,	 they	 also	 presented	 a	
problem	that	had	to	be	dealt	with	
throughout	 the	 war.	 	 	 Since	 the	
Army	 had	 to	 march	 from	 place	
to	place,	the	camp	followers	also	
had	to	march.		When	they	did	so	
they	 marched	 with	 the	 baggage	

wagons,	but	quite	often	were	slower,	hence	slowed	down	the	
movement of the Army.   In General Washington’s General 
Orders we often find him addressing the problem, and read-
ing	between	the	lines	see	his	utter	frustration.		On	August	4th,	
1777,	he	wrote:	“In the present marching state of the army, 
every incumbrance proves greatly prejudicial to the service; 
the multitude of women in particular, especially those who 
are pregnant, or have children, are a clog upon every move-
ment”.		He	then	recommended	that	“the officers command-
ing brigades or corps to use every reasonable method in 	

When the British Army evAcuAted neW york city in

 novemBer of 1783, there WAs one cAmp folloWer to 
every five soldiers.  depicted here Are the cAmp 
folloWers of the British 33rd regiment of foot. 

“To preserve the mobility of the 
Army we must put aside our 
manly virtues and address the 
women.”
                    Major Caleb Gibbs
  Commander-in-Chief ’s Guards

continued on page 17 -->



Camp followers of the ameriCan revolution 
Continued from page 16

their power to get rid of all such as are not 
absolutely necessary.”
	 When	Washington	deployed	Major	General	
Benjamin	Lincoln	on	August	22nd,	1781,	to	
Yorktown,	 with	 a	 detachment	 of	 Light	
Infantry,	he	 issued	 instructions: “ . . . 
who are always supposed to be fit 
for action and free from every in-
cumbrance, he cannot but help 
advising them to take the present 
opportunity of depositing at West 
Point such of their women as are 
not able to undergo the fatigue 
of frequent marches . . . . .”
 A	 problem	 that	 hampered	 the	
operations	of	all	the	forces	engaged	
in	the	American	Revolution	was	the	
lack	 of	 draft	 animals.	 	This	 shortage	
hampered	the	movement	of	artillery,	all	
the	 ammunition,	 extra	 equipment,	 tents	
and	food	stores	needed	by	the	Army.				There	
simply	 were	 not	 enough	 draft	 animals	 to	 haul	
the	wagons	and	carts	to	transport	everything	
needed.		When	it	was	determined	that	Lieu-
tenant	 General	 Lord	 Charles	 Cornwallis,		
trapped	at	Yorktown,	Virginia,	was	the	target	of	 the	Army.		
General	Washington	issued	exacting	orders	to	the	Army	for	
400-plus	mile	march.	“To the Field Officer of a Regiment, 
one covered wagon, To the Regimental Staff Captains 
and Subordinates, two covered and one open wagon. To 
every one hundred men, one open wagon”.  He	went	on	
to	order	that	any	soldier	that	became	lame,	required	a	senior	
officer to authorize his being provided room in a wagon. He 
then ordered: “That no women shall be permitted to ride 
in any wagon, without leave in writing from the Briga-
dier [General]	to whose brigade she belong”.
 Earlier	 that	 year,	 in	 February,	 Washington	 dispatched	
the	Marquis	de	LaFayette	to	join	General	Nathaniel	Greene	
in	the	Southern	Department		against	Lord	Cornwallis.		It	was	
thought	to	be	a	short	term	deployment,	hence	the	camp	fol-
lowers	were	ordered	to	stay	at	West	Point,	New	York.			By	
May	it	became	clear	to	both	the	women	and	the	soldiers	that	
this	was	going	to	be	a	much	longer	deployment	than	origi-
nally	 thought.	 Four	 of	 the	 women,	 set	 off	 and	 made	 their	
way	 to	Virginia	and	 joined	 their	husbands	 in	Major	Caleb	
Gibbs	detachment	of	Light	Infantry.		Gibbs	had	transferred	

from	 the	 Commander-in-Chief’s	 Guards	 to	 the	 2nd	 Massa-
chusetts	Regiment	of	the	Continental	Line.

 Throughout	 the	 eight	 years	 of	 the	 Revo-
lutionary	 War	 the	 commanders	 of	 both	 sides	 did	
everything	possible	 to	keep	their	camp	followers	

out	of	harms	way.  Although their officers did 
everything	reasonable	to	protect	them,	some	

of	 the	camp	followers	had	strong	senses	
of	duty,	and	certainly	did	not	lack	cour-

age.		At	the	Battle	of	Brandywine,	Pri-
vate	Jacob	Nagle	noted	that	one	of	the	
women	 from	 his	 unit	 came	 forward	
to	 one	 hundred	 yards	 of	 the	 line	 of	
battle built a fire and started prepar-
ing	breakfast	for	“her	boys”.		Unfor-
tunately,	 the	 battle	 opened	 with	 ar-
tillery fire and one shot upended the 

kettle,	spilling	the	contents.		She	com-
plained to a nearby officer and was as-

sured	the	provisions	would	be	replaced	
after	the	battle.		A	group	of	camp	followers,	

from	the	6th	Pennsylvania	Regiment,	 	during	
the	heat	of	the	Battle	of	Brandywine,	braved	the	

enemy’s fire, retrieved the canteens from their men, 
retreated to a creek, filled them with fresh wa-
ter, then again braved the enemy fire and re-
turned	them	to	their	thirsty	soldiers.

	 Another	 dedicated	 camp	 follower,	 Sarah	 Osborn,	 the	
wife	of	a	Sergeant,	while	at	siege	of	Yorktown,	would	pre-
pare	 the	meals	 for	 	her	husband	and	his	messmates,	brave		
the British artillery fire and carry the meals to her ‘boys’ in 
the	trenches.	
	 This	type	of	heroic	support	of	our	troops	by	their	camp	
followers	was	probably	commonplace,	although	rarely	doc-
umented.
 In addition there are the confirmed stories of camp fol-
lowers actually joining the fight.  Margaret Corbin, seriously 
wounded	at	Fort	Washington	and	Mary	Hayes	who	help	man	
an	 artillery	 piece	 at	 the	 Battle	 of	 Monmouth	 Courthouse.	
Both	were	rewarded	with	pensions.	
 A	surprising	aside	exists	 from	 the	Revolutionary	War.	
We have seen no record of there being a ‘love triangle’ or 
any related difficulties in the official records or in 
the	number	of	diaries	that	still	exist.
	 So,	when	you	encounter	the	term	‘Camp Fol-
lower’	 in	 reference	 to	 the	 American	 Revolution,	
doff	your	hat	in	respect!

continued on page 18 -->
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Number of women on the rolls prior 
to the march to Yorktown

Regiment/Detachment
No. 
Men

No. 
Women

1st & 2nd New Jersey Regiment 600 18 women     3%

1st New York Regiment 325 10 women     3%

2nd New York Regiment 350 10 women     3%

1st Rhode Island 450 13 women     3%

Hazen’s Canadian Regiment 200   6 women     3%

Lamb’s Artillery Regiment 225 18 women  7.9%

Scammell’s Light Infantry Rgt. 256   8 women     3%

Commander-in-Chief’s Guards  69   5 women   13 %

Corps of Sappers & Miners 50   2 women      2%

Artificers  (Numbers unknown)   2 women     ? %

Delaware recruits 60 no women     0 %

Regiment/Detachment
No. 
Men

No. 
Women

1st & 2nd New Jersey Regiment 600 6 women     1 %

1st New York Regiment 325 5 women     1.5 %

2nd New York Regiment 350 5 women     1.5 %

1st Rhode Island 450 7 women     1.5 %

Hazen’s Canadian Regiment 200 4 women     2 %

Lamb’s Artillery Regiment 225 9 women     4 %

Scammell’s Light Infantry Rgt. 256 4 women     1.5 %

Commander-in-Chief’s Guards  69 3 women     2.3 %

Corps of Sappers & Miners 50 1 women       2  %

Artificers  (Numbers unknown) 2   women     ?  %

Delaware recruits 60 no women     0  %

Total: 2,525  46 women  1.5 %

Number of women on the marched
to Yorktown with the American Army

Ratio of Camp Followers to Soldiers during 
the Spring of 1779

 A record has survived of part of the Continental Army
encamped at Middlebrook, New Jersey denoting the number 
of women with the army.  George Washington and the main 
Army was at Morristown.  At this time there were usually 
nine companies in each regiment.

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 28 3

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 27 3

The First Pennsylvania Brigade

The Second Pennsylvania Brigade

The First Maryland Brigade
No. of

Regiments
Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 21 2
The Second Maryland Brigade

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 22 2
Muhlenberg’s Virginia Brigade

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 11 1
Woodford’s Virginia Brigade (8 companies)

April 21st to 28th 

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

5 10 1
Woodford’s Virginia Brigade (8 companies)

May 22nd to 28th

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 26 3

Scott’s Virginia Brigade

No. of
Regiments

Women per
 Regiments

Women per 
Company

4 26 3

Knox Artillery Brigade

Twenty-two Companies Women per Company
4 3

                             Editors NotE

 A special thanks to Radford and Judy Polinsky of the 
33rd Regiment of Foot for their cooperation in obtaining 
the photographs to illustrate this article.

Donald N. Moran
Editor



	 The	Sons	of	Liberty	Chapter	held	 it’s	October	17th,	2009	meeting	at	 the	Tam	O’Shanter	Inn.	 	President	Douglas	H.	
Bradley	presiding.		Attending	were:		Doug	Bradley,	Jim	Bradley,	Berni	Campbell,		Scott	Campbell,	Kerry	Downer,	Lowell	
Downer,	David	Eaton,	Elliott	Graham,		Glenn	Gujda,	David	Hayball,	Ron	Johnson,	Jim	McHargue,		Don	Moran,			Guests	
were:		Mary	Campbell,	Barbara	Johnson,	Shirley	&	Kevin	Judy,	John	&	Mary	Ellen	Mohler,	Dana	&	Virginia	Patten.
I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

Opening CeremOny

	 Former	President	Glenn	Gujda	gave	
the	 invocation,	 Colonel	 John	 Mohler	
led	 the	Pledge	of	Allegiance	and	Don	
Moran	led	the	Pledge	to	the	SAR.	Pres-
ident	 Douglas	 Bradley	 had	 everyone	
introduce	themselves.

prOgram

	 Mrs.	 Shirley	 Judy,	 the	 California	
Society	selected	teacher	who	was	sent	
to	 the	Valley	 Forge	 Freedom	 Founda-
tion	teacher’s	program.	She	gave	an	ex-
cellent	review	of	her	experiences	there	
and	how	she	will	be	able	to	implant	it	
in	her	teaching.		She	also	gave	a	brief	
power	 point	 presentation	 on	 the	 tours	
they	 took.	 	Shirley	will	give	 the	same	
presentation	 at	 the	 State	 Meeting	 in	
November.

September 19th, 2009 
meeting minuteS

	 It	was	moved	by	Scot	Campbell	that	
the	minutes	of	the	September	19th	meet-
ing	be	accepted	and	seconded	by	David	
Hayball.	The	motion	carried.

treaSurer’S repOrt

	 Treasurer	David	Eaton	distributed	the	
Treasurer’s	 Report.	 	The	 amount	 in	 our	
checking	 account	 balance	 is	 $2,313.46.	
with	$331.38	owed	to	the	chapter.		
	 It	was	moved	by	David	Hayball	and	
seconded	by	Jim	Bradley	that	the	report	
be	accepted.	The	motion	carried.

permanent Fund repOrt

	 The	 Permanent	 Fund	 report	 was	
distributed.		As	of	this	date	the	fund	has	
$56,745.71.	It	was	moved	by	Ron	John-
son		and	seconded	by	Scott	Campbell	that	
the	report	be	accepted.		The	motion	car-
ried.

repOrt OF the 
nOminating COmmittee	

	 Chairman	 David	 Hayball,	 of	 the	
Nominating	 Committee	 presented	 the	
list	 of	 nominee.	 	 With	 the	 exception	 of	
our	Historian	all	the	positions	have	been	
filled.  The nominees are listed on page 5. 
It	was	moved		by	President	Doug	Bradley	
seconded	by	Scott	Campbell	that	the	re-
port	be	accepted.	The	motion	carried.

mrS. Shirley Judy, the 2009 Valley 
FOrge teaCher prOpOSed by  Our Chapter 
and SeleCted by the State SOCiety reCeiV-
ing the brOnze gOOd CitizenShip medal 

FrOm preSident dOuglaS bradley.
Shirley will be the gueSt Speaker at the 

nOVember State meeting.

repOrt OF the regiStrar

	 The	Report	of	the	Registrar	was	dis-
tributed.	 Berni	 Campbell,	 our	 Registrar	
commented	on	the	progress	being	made.
We	have	a	total	of	23	applicants.

repOrt On dueS COlleCtiOn

	 Don	Moran	reported	that	more	than	
half	of	our	members	have	paid	their	dues	
and	the	donation	level	exceeds	last	year.

January JOint meeting with the

SOCiety OF COlOnial warS

	 Former	 President	 David	 Hayball	
who	is	the	State	Governor	of	the	Society	
of	Colonial	Wars	requested	that	the	Chap-
ter	participate	in	the	January	joint	meet-
ing.	He	so	moved	and	it	was	seconded	by						
Elliott	Graham.	The	motion	carried.	

purChaSe OF a 
publiC addreSS SyStem

	 The	need	for	a	public	address	system	
was	proposed	by	David	Hayball.		$250.00	
was	allocated	to	purchase	same.	It	was	so	
moved	by	David	Hayball	 and	 seconded	
by	Don	Moran.	The	motion	carried.

attendanCe OF at the State bOard 
OF manager’S meeting

	 President	Bradley	asked	who	would	
be	 in	 attendance	 at	 the	 State	 Board	 of	
Manager’s	Meeting.		Melvin	Harrell,	Don	
Moran	and	Jim	McHargue.	

 Our annual ChriStmaS party

	 Colonel	John	and	Mary	Ellen	Mohler	
volunteered	to	host	this	year’s	Christmas	
Party,	which	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	De-
cember	20th,	2009.	 	This	will	be	a	 fully	
hosted	dinner,	not	pot	luck.

nOminee FOr the 2010 Valley 
FOrge teaCher’S prOgram. 

	 Secretary	 Don	 Moran	 proposed	 the	
Chapter	 nominate	 Mrs.	 Charlotte	 Ma-
son	of	the	Carden	School.		It	was	moved	
by	 Don	 Moran	 and	 seconded	 by	 David							
Eaton.		The	Motion	Carried.

	 There	 being	 no	 further	
business	before	the	Sons	of	Lib-
erty	Chapter,	President	Douglas	
Bradley	 declared	 the	 meeting	
adjourned.

Donald	N.	Moran,	Secretary



2009

Nov. 13th & 14th - - -State Meeting          
  Riverside - Mission Inn
Nov. 21st - - -  Monthly Meeting
Dec. 20th- - - - - Christmas Party

2010
Jan. tba - - - - - - - Installation of
                       Officers Luncheon
Feb. 20th - - - - Monthly Meeting

Feb. 21st - - -George Washington    
    Massing  of  the Colors
Mar. 4th-6th - - - -Nat’l Leadership      
 Meeting - Louisville, KY 
Mar. 20th - - - Monthly Meeting
Apr. tba - - - - - -  State Meeting

Apr. 17th- - - - Monthly Meeting
May 15th - - - Monthly Meeting
June 9th-13th - - - Nat’l Congress
                 Winston-Salem, NC

Coming EvEnts

monthly mEEting

novEmbEr 21st, 2009

Speaker:

Dr. JosEph m. puglia

Topic:

vallEy ForgE

And, 
the election of our 2010 Chapter 

Officers

To be held at the Tam O’Shanter Inn
2980 Los Feliz Blvd.  

Los Angeles20

A Point to Ponder

Our Chapter Medals Are Still Available

thE sons

oF 
libErty

ChaptEr

mEmbErship

mEDal

     The membership medal, 
available to our Chapter mem-
bers only, and depicted to the 
left, and the George Washington 
Massing of the Colors and Sa-
lute to Our armed Forces medal, 
available to any one who has 
participated in said event, and is 
depicted to the right can be pur-
chased for $ 27.00 each, includ-
ing shipping and handling.

 If you wish to purchase either 
or both please send a request to 
our  Secretary,

 Donald N. Moran
17651 Arlington Place,

 Tehachapi, California 93561-5300,
 or e-mail: dmoransar@att.net.

thE gEorgE

Washington

massing

oF thE

Colors

mEDal

   “The Country must have a large and efficient army, one capable of meeting the enemy abroad, or 

   A Thought to Ponder
     “Here in America we are 
descended in blood and in 
spirit from revolutionaries 
and rebels - - men and women 

who dared to dissent 
from accepted doctrine. 
As their heirs, may we 
never confuse honest 
dissent with disloyal 
subversion”.

Compatriot,
General and President 
of the United States of 

America

Dwight D. Eisenhower

A Thought to Ponder
     “The U.S. Constitution does 
not  guarantee happiness, only the 
pursuit of it. You have to catch up 
with it yourself”.
                                     Benjamin
          Franklin


